PITCAIRN'S ISLAND. 


eers who settled at Pitcairn, 1790. 


Fletcher Christian; leader of the Mutiny...murdered 179%. 
Edward Young; midshipman...................died 1800. 
William Brown; assistant gardener..........murdered 1793. 
William McCoy; seaman . ee 


1838 


John Millis; mate. 1793. 

Matthew Quintal; seaman......... liee by Young 

& Adams,1799. 

John Williams: seaman. . murdered »1793. 

Alexander Smith. alias John Adams. jee eee 1829. 

Settlers on Pitcairn, 1790. 

9 mutineers & their Tahitian wives. 

% Tahitians & their wives. 

4 unmarried Tahitians. 

1 infant girl. 

Chief Fvents. 1790-1858. 

1790. Landing at Pitcairn. 

1793. Murder of mutineers & Tahitians. 

1795. First ship sighted. : 

1800. John Adams only surviving mutineer. A 

1808. Topaz ( U.S.A.) arrived. 

1814. First British Ships, H.M.S. Briton & Tagus arrived. 

1819. S.P.C.K. sent books,ete. 

1823. John Buffett landed & became the schoolmaster. 
Started the Register. 

1828. George Nobbs landed. 

1829. John Adams.died. 

1821. Government attempt to transfer the islanders to 
Tahiti. Returned the same year. 

1832. Joshua Hill arrived. | 

1824. Nobbs, Buffett & Evans left, but returned same year. 

1838 Hill deported. Capt. Flliott of the "FLY" set up a 
constitution & in effect constituted the colony as 
as British. possession. 

1839. Nobbs took over the register power, nsle by 

1852. Admiral Moresby took Nobbs to Fnglan to be ordained. 

Rev. Holman took over his duties on Pitcairn. 
1853. Nobbs returned as a &.P.G. missionary. 


Removal to Norfolk Island. 
Two families returned to Pitcairn. 


eee, 
A 
. 
“8 
i 
n 
‘ 
‘ 4 


| 
* 
| ; 
we > ‘ 
| 
| 
| 
hp 
| 
| 
a“ “ d 
= 4 = | 
= 
Ado 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
| 
«> 
yar 
Ae 
x 


> 
‘ . Al 
| 
\ 


z 
| 


“4 


Woh res 


*, 


‘ 
wt 
¢ 
A 


7 


ot 
| 
Fa 
. 
Dua 
| 


he 56 


j 


i 


4. 


fA 
4 
— 
i 4. 2 Se 


LMS 


4 


> 
‘a 
a 


4 
” 
AS 


‘yg? 


4 iw 


4 


> 
‘ 


a | ‘ 
“2 
4 
L 


- 
‘ 
. 
bd 
4 ¥. : 4 
+ 
4 


| 


> 


1 


ee 

i 


hy " 
a 
4 
«* > 
“ 


4 
4 


7 


> 


‘ 
- 


| 


| 


Re 


A 
A, 


gigi § 
4 


rh. 


, 


| 


i 


4 


we! 
f 


. 
= 
> 4 
ar G 
4. 


Leviton 
4 with 


AM | 


(i Sf asi 
Pig 
j 
| 
ig 
4 
— 


A 


An Atter 


qa 
a j 
> 
% 
¥ 
| 
> 
a 
‘arf 
A 
> 
A 
Pr 
“Th 
- 
‘ 
7 | . ‘ ty gist 
| 


j 


— 


‘ 
4 
‘ 


* 


» 


ty 


J 


| 
% 
tom &i 
| aa 
| Z LA. owe hd. 
y 
~ 
= 
| 


¢ 
< 


| 
‘a 
| 
“a 
we? 


wd 


“ 

af 

‘ 


a ‘ 


4 


D 
3 
+ 


¢ 


NA, 


? 


| 
. 
% 
“a 
& 
& 


re, 


* 


& & - re > 
4 
ad a 4 
Mt 1 


Ld 


p | 


| 


> 
a 


— 
vith j 
¢ 
& of | 

A 

| ° 

\ 

“s 
14 

ray 

| 

| 

e 

r 

ane 


‘ 
t 
~ 
Ss 
A 
Ww 
| 
| 


lant Atos mated Pe 


4 
i ig Wx * 
* «a 
co @ A dh ht tert 
4 tds cd; + 
| AL a 
& 
s ‘ 
4 , 
| 
é 
ae 
| 
uy 
} & 
| 
| = 


4 Pgs 
Wy 


pnt ditint art ore 


‘ 


bes 


« 
(// 
4 
ra 
| 
pay 


< 4 
a) ed 
iS 
4 
? 
Pig 
a as 


Df 


¥r, 
‘erg 
‘ a 4 
+ ¥ 
~ 
| ATG 
* 
| 


6 
= 
be 


= 
~ 


4 
my 
> 
* 
4 
s 
a 


van? 


P 
4 
Bes. 
> 
| 
4 
, 
4 : 
oft 
Wis 


ra. 


‘ 


» 
SZ 
we ’ 
By 
| 


| 


BAS 


T 
4 
+ 3 
3 
4 
7? 
_ 2 
, 
J 
4 
b 
— 
‘ oF 
wr 
4 
a 
“4 


hin. meaitr apparech 


‘ 


j 
» 


? 
5 


9 


Late 
wy 3 


a 


+ 
c 
tw a wes 
Py 4 A 
Gal 
+ 1 
Ke 
AM 
3 “ ¢ 
- a 
‘ 


JIG. "CC Ce | 
q 
~ 4g > 
bin. 
a 
3 


) an dy 
We 
f 

4 : 

WAd ted 
7 ‘ af att 

Onn 

Bick. 


a 


¢ 
) Cote 7 
4 


® 
1 


- ft. * 5 


& 
5 
a 4 , ‘ ? 
‘ | | | | | 


> 


‘ 

om 

Aw 


i 


y J y = 

7 

“a 

Gg 4 

49 
a” - J ree 


\ 5 y 
7 
5 
é 
KE ‘ | 


ag 
‘ 


* 


ig 
4 
. 5 ‘ 
6 — 
4 
A + >. % 
4 
7 


“ae 
4 
» By: é 


ha 


, iy 
4 4, I ‘ 
. 
4 j y 


~ 
Rit 


© 


4 if 4 


hy 


A 


4 
$ 


¥ 


4 


and 


q 
> 4 i“ . é 


pe hy 4 


» 


fw | a ‘the Lit 
sf — 
* 


ea 5 ak 
wes 
g Was er 
a 
‘ 
‘ 
e 
e 
Matt 
. ao” 


aw 


~ 
aw 


we 
. 


_ 


| 


+, 


4, 

= 
% 


‘ 


> 


“he, 
4 ed Se 
az Ay 
AS 


a 


nave 


Ve | 
‘ 


‘ 
pa 


— 


« 
> 


a 

. 
™ 
| 
¥, 
s 
a 

= — 4 

4, 
hie 

Ad 


‘ 
: 
a, 
: 
i 
> 
€ 
ve 
£ 
; 
> 
i 
2% 
+) 
> 
- 
A 


‘ 


é 
4 
7 
, 
* 


| 
4 * 
uf 
‘> 
a 
| 
¢ 
oe 
| 


a 


e 
> 
A 


| 
as 
* 
ad 
O e 
¥ f 
e 
AY 
4 
fj 
&. 


¥ 
a 
4 


1+ 
LA 


4 
1 
| 
har 
A. 
‘ 
4 
we ~ 
lt 
: 
f - ‘ 
~ 


} 


q 


| \Ane alte wher. Sank gre sare, herr Tut 

ama fot p tr The bar MMA thera 


t 
a 
A 
a 
a 
| 


| 
4 


‘ ~ <a 
‘ 
>. 
id 
: . 
a 
-» 
> 


nit 
| é 
a 7 q 
« ¢ 
ny 
4 
\ 
é 
fg 
4 
3 
tg 
L 
ms 
~ * ye 
y 
cu 
A 
ta 


x 
Pa 
& | 


ni 


= 


Labpaca 


~ 


atildé. 


ie 24 

| 
PP 


a 


04 
2> 


J 


| Mra Dante. 


J 


— 
4 


s 
~ 
we 
‘ 
Z C4 | 
~ 
’ 
+ 
a 4 OFLP bef 
4 
7s 
é 
al 7 


a » t's 


4 
4 
. | 
. 
: 
Co 
< 
— 


CAS 


4% 


ba,” we 

¢ 3¢ 


A 4 4 
> 
4 > 


> 


~ 


a 4 


| 

ar 


‘ 
. 
a. 4 » * a 
wee > = 
ang. 


<*> * 


‘i 


¥ 


; 


~ 


a 
RA ~ 4 y one 


~ 


~ 
pa 


é 
4 


ry 
a » 


ed 4 


by 


Li 


* 


* 
>. 


Lal 


‘i 
4 
. 
e 
/ 
~ = 
A 
4 


Ar A 


of 
¢; 


a | 
% 


Ge 
6 


a 
2 
> 
— 
| 
we | A 
A ‘ wer 
; ‘3 
¥ d . 4 
i 
‘ 
12 
by 
4 
Ft 
. 
4 
A 


« 


oe 

ay 


A 


ge 


| 


| 
fee of \ 4 
‘ ~ en 4 ay 
A, 
| 


a 
ia 


} 
f 
a 


FP 


4.04, 
ax 


4 


a? 


Dee. 
Dad ths Mthale 


at 
4 
. 
LAF, . 


lar. 


3 BS 


VIRGO 


»* 


4 


% 


7 


| 
§ a 4 a e 
, 
a 
WS ar | on 


@c 


. ‘ 


: 
= 
‘ 
7 
, 


‘ 

+ 


¢ 


3 


* 


- 


* 


td 
| 
4 ~ 2. 
4. 
>a >, 
: 


“hs 
ers 


% 


> 


; 


‘* 


x 


3 


j 


he NSP bat bot, 


3 
As re 
= 
4 
we 
rh 


| 


‘ 


ie 
4 
. 
a 
oe ‘ 7 4 


% 


+ 


4 
Ve 
* 
| 
@ 


. 
4 — P 2 
ay 
cm 
| 


~ ¥, q 


26 


tin AL co ° (? 


> 


» 


{ f ‘ 


¢ 
? 


x 
C . 
a LACH i 
4 : 
‘ 
- 
da 
we 
As 


- 


‘ 


| 


¥ 4 
igh 
| ~ Poy 


Ry 


4 


4 | = a. “se 
9 | 


4 


Pa: 
| | 4 < | 


LO 


x. aA 
‘ a? 
‘ 
t 


| 
> 
. 
4 
| 
5 
= 
> 
* 
oF 
> 
A 
\ 
. 
f 
‘ 


LE LC GEA 7 


3 

» 


rh 


wat 


bd 
? 


4 2 


{ 

ie 

Be 

; 

| 

” 
J 
me 
| 


nen 
| 4 
+ ‘ “Vg 
‘ai. 
~ ¥ 4 


~ » . od 


t 
- . 


ws 


ay 
| “4 A —- ‘ 
ff 
WY 
‘ 
\ 


A 
Ne 
pe 
4 
e 
~ 4% 
‘ 
A whe 
. e hy ve 7 m ‘ 
hy 
q 
is 


| 


‘ 


has 


~ 
Set 
A, 
x 
4 
, 
¢ v 
~ 
he 
- er. 
+. » 
- J a 


% . 


wera 


(hat A | viva? 
f 
‘¢ \ ts 
* 


, 
Thee 
AD 
“al 
ae , 
> 


; . . . 
. 
§ ‘ \ a: 
a 
4 
ve) 
“4 


¢ 


fi 


. 

, a 
Ney 
d 
will 

x 

; 

*\ 
x 
ag # 
4 
7 
4 

ty aug } 


f 


¥ 


“ 
¥* 
‘ 
| 
al 
a 
é 
, 
r 
5 
‘ 
& 
| 
> 


40 Dover St. Wel. 


Dear Sir, 


Last week I bought the “"Pateairn Island Register Book" which 
has interested me greatly, particularly the admirable summary of the 7 
island story given in his introduction by Sir Charles Lucas, who, I 
am now dead. 


I am son of the Dr W. Gunn R. N. of HLM. Curacos 


which visited Pitcairn in August 1841. (Register pp.23. dd 45. 105. ) 


I have some extracts from my father’ 8 diary » also the memory 


of a few facts with has visit to the island. have jotted 


these down & now send them to you in case they may contain anything 


fresh, or seem worthy of inelusion in your Piteairn ‘dossier’. 
At the time of the Curacoa' Ss visit there were still two of | ‘the 
original “T° alive, both old Tahitian women. : 
One, Isabella Christian, relict of Fletcher Christian ringleader . 


of the mutiny; the other "Susanna with one eye", as my father calls 


her. He eredits one of these women (I ‘forget which) with having killed 
one of. her countrymen in the final massacre. am } | “| 

In the Register, p.4H 46, is the statement that Isabella remembered 
Captain Cook's first arrival at Tanita in 1769. In an attempt to 
estimate her age in 1841, my father bases his caleulation on the fact | 
that at the time of Captain Cook's arrival at Tahiti in 1773 (his 


second voyage) she had a child. Assuming, he sera that she was then 


fourteen years old, she was born in 1759; from which he concluded 


that "she must now be over se" still goes about the rocks." 
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Susanna's age he does not discuss, but if she also was born 
in 1759 she must have been about ninety-one at the time of her 
death which took place in 1850 — which seems most improbable, even 

in face of the statement in the Register’ (p. 73) that she succumbed 
"from the prevailing epidemic; and the exhaustion of old age combined”, 


But it seems not unlikely that, to survive till 1850, Susarina may 
have been the‘infant girl, mentioned in some accounts as snoluded’ in 
the 1789 exodus from Tahiti ? 

My father also notes"Women of the first generation, Mary Christian 
for instance, darker & much nardier than those of the second — Carry 
loads of Yams, &c, on their backs — fish all day upon the rocks ENE 
ramble like wild goats — paddle canoes & cook — a laborious Job tool 

He says "English potatoes, onions, peas, & beans do not thrive on 
the island." This, allowing for the latitude made possible by the use 
of the word 'thrive',is not borne out by the list on page 97 of the 
Register, where prices for those very vegetables are given. 

He also mentions the existence of stone ‘idols', & the finding of 
stone chisels, as proof of an earlier race of inhabitants. Of the 
former, other visitors have said but little; Dr Scoresby Routledge 
in a lecture which I heard him give said there was but one remaining. 
The chisels, if I remember rightly, are well represented in the 
Ethnological Gallery at the British Museum. 

He was given several relics of the Bounty by the islanders _ 


either loot from the ship or ‘curios’ made from her fabric. One was 


a surgical tourniquet which he presented to the Museum of the Naval 
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Hospital at Haslar. The relic which attracted me most, as @ 


child, was a small wood-stocked anchor with its chain, made from 
the oak & copper of H.M.S.Bounty. 
There may have been, probably were, others which I have forgotten, | 


but the most important was a journal for the year 1838 kept by George 
Hunn Nobbs. That was a somewhat critical period in the development 
of a fresh communal life; for they had just got rid of that ruffian 
Mr Joshua Hill & were trying to reform their civie organisation & to 
select an authorised head official. It was also then that Buffett 
stepped aside & Nobbs came fully into the limelight. 


The Register, page 21, says, “with the entry of the e4th of 


March 1839 Buffett's journal ends...........Nobbs, who at this point 
took over the journal, was obviously a better educated man than 
Buffet, and in his hands the journal became a narrative of a wholly 


different class." 


But Nobbs before succeeding to the Editor's ehair of the official 
Register was keeping an unofficial one of his own — more than that, 


he dignified it by the title of "The Pitcairn Island Recorder". 


And the volume for 1838, written in what at school we called 
an ‘exercise book’, he gave to my father. ~ it he mentions the 
recent visit of H.M.S.Imogene (Dec. 1837) when Hill was forcibly 
removed from the island. Some twenty-odd years ago I offered this 
volume of Nobbs 's manuscript Journal to the Mitchell Library, Sydney, | 
&, as far as Il remember, handed it over to the offices of the High : 
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Commissioner in London for transmission to Sydney. 


It opens, as your Register does, with an outburst of Nobbs's 
doggerel, in which there is more than a hint of the recent unfortunate | 
period in the history of the island community. It begins thus. 


The Pitcairn Island Resenéer 
Recorder 
By George. H. Nobbs 
lst 


"Well now I am resolved to keep a journal ; ; 


Not in a Magazine or Album stile 


Nor by the month or week, but hodiernal 
A faithful Chronicle of Pitcairn Isle -- 
Whatever haps to come within my knowledge 
Relating to our City or our College. 


end 


I write because sojourners bid me do so 
They say t'will interest the folks at home 
I write because reports a little so go 


By malice propogated, current roam. 


Respecting what is past I would stand neuter 


But shall with scandal grapple for the future. 
to be continued 
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| mere coin having li 
| isolated spot. 


| for them that had to 


IT WAS THE SABBATH WHEN OUR CRUISER 


‘MADE A BRIEF CALL 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 


of science can sometimes end discon- 
cemtingly. Shortly before the last war 
our cruiser was en route to take wp a | 


by way of Goodwin Sands, or rather by 
“way of Ducie, Oeno, and Henderson to 


Standing lonely and pa bron in the blue 
f topsoil pegged 


a rock against the 
al blast, Pitcairn ‘was 


survey itinerary. 
vided a. level 


ley Page Hannibal of 

Airways; and certainly its greatest 
length could not ‘odes her be\bulldozed into 
a long enough runway for jet airliners. No, 
we were just showing the flag and making 
a friendly call on that tight, cheerful little 
community composed almost solely of 

. Cheistians and Fletchers, 


LITTLE USE FOR COIN 


| time was to figure not a little m eng small 
i Not that Pitcairn is 


as cut off 
of the New 
fairly regu- 


that might imply, for 
and shipping lines called 


| larly to land stores of the inland in exchange 


for the products e island’s industry, 


nce ‘in that 
There was a lot we could: have done 


in on seep 


coastline. But ae of ‘our brief 
Saturday and Seventh Day 
itists, the Sabbath bbath taboos were firmly 


rus, let alone a | 


get ashore myse 


Way. v was also the small 


_| station. with some defect in the power 


supply—that was emérgency work an 
didn’t count. Then there were the 
woodwork, basket-ware, and fruit (and Pit- 
cairn’s oranges and bananas have a subt 
flavour unmatched elsewhere): 
be sold on the Sabbath, pneverthe- 
ess there wa nothing against giving them 
away—and if the recipient liked to’ make 
some return gesture, well, ; 
Our forenoon’s libertymen had been 
ha usly welcomed, so we threw a 
d for the residents in the 
to which, so far as could be judged, a 
120 of them came, The longboats ne 
out through the surf loaded to € gun- 
wales, a design favoured 
$day in which the men would thi 
nothing of sailing nonchalantly to Hender- 
son or Oeno, dust specks 100 miles and 
more away, for beche-de-mer or copra. 


ALL ABOARD 


There they were now, young and mbling 
male and female, halt and ha ale, scramb 
aboard. Tea, lowerdeck-size sandwiches, 
and buns were laid out ‘on. frestle-tables 
amidships for, rejuvenation after gun- 
turrets, pm. and mess-decks had 
yo visited. For the thirsty, soft drinks 

had topsides to divert attention 
while apostate found something harder 
in the wardroom below. 

Chatter filled the: air, parochial, 
for matters of world import shrank miser- 
ably 4" value before these islanders. to 
whom Pitcairn was the centre; even 
wanderers returned, as one woman, who 
had spent her middle life school- -marming 
in San Francisco, told us. However, to 
| Found off the marvels of modern science 
they had been. shown, we catapulted, as the 


| de résistance, the Walrus, that 


ungainly bird of happy memory. 


The pilot circled, roared past at an ot 33 
height at what must have 


knots, did a climbing 
own ‘in 


throttle at the to 
tle glide to land Srna astern. Taxi- 
side and hooking up, the crane 


im back on to his trolley 
the ogg carrying out the 
smoo , without a hitch. 

launching was incredible, the Fletchers 
said, bang Christians and Adamses agree- 


of so ponderous a thitig was’ 
but the returh. to the nest— 


had 
anti- 
land 


oe they were. very polite, but it 
0 om” proved an ignominious 
After all, any bitd could 


rty on 
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